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ABSTRACT

With the growing popularity of the light luxury style in contemporary interior design and lifestyle, artistic jade carving—an art
form with profound cultural connotations and unique aesthetic value—has gradually transcended traditional boundaries and
presented a multidimensional development trend in modern design contexts. Starting from the aesthetic principles of light
luxury, this paper systematically explores the transformation of decorative techniques in artistic jade carving regarding material
integration, craft evolution, and cultural expression. It analyzes the functional and aesthetic reconstruction of jade carving in
light luxury spaces. Simultaneously, it examines the changing landscape of communication and consumer behavior to analyze
the market acceptance and dissemination paths of light luxury jade carving. The study aims to provide theoretical references
and practical insights for the modern transformation and value reconstruction of traditional jade carving art.

KEYWORDS
light luxury style; artistic jade carving; decorative techniques; cultural expression; contemporary design; cross-disciplinary
integration

As a significant vehicle of traditional Chinese art, jade carving not only bears the weight of historical culture and
spiritual beliefs but also showcases exceptional artistic value through its intricate craftsmanship. In modern times, with
shifts in lifestyle and aesthetic values, jade carving has gradually moved beyond its traditional contexts of religion and
ritual, evolving toward more life-oriented, decorative, and personalized forms. At the same time, the light luxury style—
with its unique balance between luxury and minimalism—has become an ideal expression of taste and quality living
among the emerging middle class. This paper, from the perspective of light luxury aesthetics, explores the transformation
of decorative techniques in artistic jade carving across dimensions such as material combination, expressive methods,
cultural semantics, and market dissemination. It highlights the innovative expression and value continuation of jade
carving in this new stylistic context, offering a cross-disciplinary path that integrates tradition and modernity, art and life
for contemporary design.

1 Aesthetic Concepts and Spatial Characteristics of the Light Luxury Style

(1) Aesthetic Origins and Development Background of Light Luxury

The light luxury style, a design trend widely recognized in recent years across interior design and aesthetic
consumption, originates from the pursuit of quality, style, and individuality in modern urban living".. Initially emerging in
Western fashion and home design, it emphasizes a design concept of "elegant without being extravagant, refined without
being complicated.”

In the Chinese context, the light luxury style has evolved under the influence of the lifestyle of the new middle class
into an aesthetic that balances practicality, aesthetics, and spiritual enjoyment. Its aesthetic core lies in the precise control
of high-quality materials, minimalist forms, and refined details. Rather than pursuing overt luxury, it values subtle qualities
such as texture, taste, and cultural sophistication. Thus, the light luxury style unifies restraint and refinement, striking a
delicate balance between opulence and simplicity™.

(2) Material and Color Application Features

Material selection is critical in the light luxury style, emphasizing the combination of natural texture and fine
craftsmanship. Common materials include marble, metals (such as brass and stainless steel), leather, glass, and high-
quality wood. These materials are treated with matte finishes, brushing, or polishing processes to achieve a subdued yet
premium effect.

In terms of color, light luxury favors neutral and low-saturation tones such as ivory white, beige, light gray, and
Morandi color palettes. These colors help create a serene spatial atmosphere and harmonize well with other materials.
Metallic accents (like champagne gold and rose gold) are also characteristic features of the style, adding a touch of
refinement and elegance to the overall design.

(3) Spatial Layout and Decorative Tendencies

In spatial planning, the light luxury style seeks transparency, simplicity, and clear functional zoning. It emphasizes
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compositional principles such as "negative space" and "balance," avoiding redundancy and clutter. Space is often
segmented using changes in material, transitions of light and shadow, and layered decorations—embodying the design
spirit of “simplicity with precision, minimalism with distinction.”

Regarding decoration, the light luxury style prioritizes unity between focal accents and overall coordination. Artworks,
ornaments, and paintings often become visual focal points within a space. Their styles may integrate modern minimalism,
Nordic cool tones, or incorporate elements of Eastern aesthetics and traditional craftsmanship—reflecting contemporary
expressions of cultural diversity and stylistic integration. Artistic jade carving, as a medium bearing Eastern cultural
imagery, is rediscovered and reinterpreted in this stylistic context, gaining new decorative and aesthetic significance.

2 The Transition of Artistic Jade Carving in Contemporary Design

(1) From Religious and Ritual Use to Everyday Artistic Application

Historically, jade carving has been closely associated with religion, rituals, and symbols of power, serving as emblems
of identity and spiritual belief. Traditionally used in sacrificial offerings, ceremonial displays, or noble accessories, jade
carvings carried a solemn and symbolic significance. However, with shifts in social structure and cultural demands, jade
carving has gradually broken away from its austere and symbolic role, entering everyday life and the realm of decorative
art.

In contemporary design, jade carving emphasizes the integration of everyday aesthetics and functionality. Its forms
tend to be more personalized, smaller in scale, and decorative in nature. For example, modern interiors feature jade
ornaments, lighting fixtures, and wall installations made from jade, enhancing the atmosphere and cultural ambiance of
the space. This evolution reflects a transformation in the artistic function of jade from sacred object to utilitarian art—
marking a critical step in the fusion of jade carving and modern aesthetic life'.

(2) Diverse Applications of Jade Materials in Modern Design

Contemporary jade carving no longer relies solely on premium materials such as jadeite or Hetian jade. Instead, the
focus has shifted to the harmony between a stone’s texture, color, and craftsmanship. Materials such as green jade,
yellow jade, agate, nephrite, Xiuyan jade, and crystal—valued for their unique grains and malleability—have become
popular, broadening the spectrum of aesthetic expression and allowing for a wider range of styles.

Moreover, modern design emphasizes cross-material integration. Jade carvings are often combined with metals,
ceramics, glass, or wood, employing techniques such as embedded framing or structural joining to enhance visual and
decorative tension. This multi-material blending enriches the visual layering and reflects a dual pursuit of material
aesthetics and handcrafted warmth in contemporary design.

(3) Modernized Techniques and Forms of Expression

In terms of craftsmanship, contemporary jade carving exhibits greater freedom and innovation. Traditional jade
carving is known for its precise lines, symmetrical forms, and meticulous craftsmanship, often conveying profound
symbolism. Today, while retaining core traditional techniques, jade artists are exploring abstract forms, geometric
compositions, and natural textures. The subjects have expanded beyond dragons, phoenixes, landscapes, and Buddhas to
include animals, figures, objects, and even abstract art.

At the same time, collaborations between designers and jade carving artisans have become increasingly common,
resulting in works with stronger visual coherence and creative expression. The adoption of digital tools such as 3D
modeling and digital carving has enabled unprecedented precision in sizing, detailing, and structural planning. This
technological integration is pushing jade carving toward a more design-oriented, quantifiable, and reproducible mode of
contemporary expression®.

3 Fusion of Decorative Techniques from a Light Luxury Aesthetic Perspective

(1) Cross-Material Combinations with Metal, Ceramics, and More

In the context of light luxury—where the tactile quality of materials and precision craftsmanship are emphasized—
jade carving has adopted a new decorative language by fusing with materials like metal, ceramics, and glass. The contrast
between the hardness of metal and the softness of jade creates a "rigid-soft" visual tension. This is commonly seen in
lighting fixtures, ornaments, door handles, and furniture embellishments.

For instance, small or flat jade carvings embedded in brass frameworks retain the artistic value of jade while enhancing
their modern appeal and structural beauty. In ceramics, jade elements may be bonded or inlaid to introduce new tactile
and visual layers, breaking away from the traditional standalone display format of jade and contributing to a more
integrated and enriched spatial aesthetic®.

(2) Integration of Traditional Craftsmanship and Digital Technology
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The light luxury emphasis on "refined craftsmanship" and the modern design demand for efficiency and customization
have led to the fusion of traditional jade carving techniques with digital tools. Techniques like bas-relief, openwork,
intaglio, and relief carving are now augmented with 3D modeling and CNC (computer numerical control) engraving,
enabling designers to preview outcomes and refine plans during early design phases. This increases precision and
controllability in craftsmanship.

Digital technology does not replace traditional techniques but enhances and extends them. With software simulation,
designers can better adapt to the natural shapes of jade, reducing waste and avoiding irreversible mistakes. Additionally,
digital design enables jade carving to enter broader product categories such as jewelry, home décor, and cultural
derivatives, greatly expanding its modern application scenarios.

(3) Enhanced Decorative Surface Treatment Techniques

Aligned with the light luxury philosophy of "beauty in detail," jade carving surface treatments have evolved beyond
traditional polishing or sanding to include more artistic and decorative methods such as partial mirror finishing, textured
carving, and hollowing. These techniques enhance light and shadow play across the surface, adding depth from different
viewing angles and improving tactile appeal.

Furthermore, modern methods like sandblasting, metallic electroplating, and cold-coloring of frames give jade carving
a more contemporary design feel, better aligning with light luxury spaces that value refined detail and unique style. These
innovations in surface treatment reflect a profound renewal of traditional techniques and mark a shift from pure
craftsmanship to design thinking.

4 Cultural Context and the Expression of Meaning in Jade Carving

(1) Integration of Eastern Cultural Elements in the Light Luxury Style

Although the light luxury style originated from Western aesthetic systems, its adaptation in China has increasingly
absorbed the essence of Eastern culture, forming a unique expression with localized cultural semantics. Against this
backdrop, jade carving—as a representative of traditional Eastern art—carries profound cultural depth and symbolic
aesthetics. Its application in light luxury spaces extends beyond material selection to embody cultural identity and
spiritual taste.

Designers often reinterpret traditional motifs such as auspicious clouds, lotuses, Taiji (yin-yang), and mythical creatures
through modern simplification and abstraction. Additionally, they draw upon classical Chinese philosophical concepts
such as liubai (negative space) and yijing (artistic conception) to strengthen the cultural metaphor conveyed by jade
carving within the space. This juxtaposition of Eastern ambiance and modern aesthetics endows the light luxury style
with both global appeal and cultural rootedness.

(2) Symbolism and Personal Identity in Unified Expression

In traditional culture, jade often symbolizes moral virtue and social status—captured in sayings like “A gentleman
compares his virtue to jade” and “Wear jade to show aspiration.” While this symbolic role has softened in modern
consumer society, its cultural significance remains relevant in contemporary design®®.

In light luxury contexts, jade carvings are more commonly used as tools for expressing individual taste. Different types
and styles of jade artworks reflect personal aesthetics, lifestyle preferences, and cultural values. For example, a preference
for abstract forms may indicate an affinity for modern art, while a love for traditional themes might suggest a nostalgic or
heritage-driven mindset. This shift from collective symbolism to personal expression marks a redefinition of jade
carving’s role in the cultural landscape.

(3) Dual Relationship Between Aesthetic Value and Spiritual Symbolism

Within light luxury design, jade carvings serve not only as aesthetic focal points but also as carriers of spiritual
meaning. Their smooth textures and gentle hues align with the elegance and restraint valued in light luxury aesthetics,
while also embodying Eastern ideals such as serenity, softness, and harmony. As a result, jade carvings offer more than
visual appeal—they subtly convey values and attitudes. They elevate a space’s artistic quality while invoking a cultural
narrative that promotes identity and inner resonance for the inhabitant. This integration of "aesthetic-cultural-spiritual”
layers is the internal logic behind the popularity of jade carving in light luxury design.

5 Market Acceptance and Contemporary Dissemination Strategies

(1) Consumer Demographics and Aesthetic Tendencies

With rising income levels and shifting consumer attitudes, light luxury jade carving is increasingly favored by a
culturally literate and aesthetically discerning middle- to high-end consumer group. This demographic typically has
higher education backgrounds and values individuality and cultural depth in their purchases. For them, jade is not merely
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a decorative object but a meaningful artistic expression of life”. They gravitate toward design styles that are “textured
but understated,” aligning well with the light luxury ethos. Their expectations of jade carving have moved away from
material extravagance and toward unique design, cultural significance, and artisanal precision.

(2) Social Media and Branding Strategies

Modern light luxury jade brands are moving beyond traditional exhibition and sales models by leveraging social media
for targeted communication. Platforms like Xiaohongshu, Douyin (TikTok China), and WeChat Video Channels serve as key
channels for showcasing product aesthetics and craftsmanship. Short videos, image posts, and influencer endorsements
effectively embed jade art into everyday life contexts, sparking consumer resonance and purchase interest. Brand
building is also critical in modernizing the jade carving industry. Through visual identity systems (VI), designer
collaborations, and culturally themed exhibitions, jade carving is transforming from a “craft item” into a “cultural
branded product.”

(3) Artistic Exhibitions and Cross-Industry Collaborations

To meet the demand for both artistic and lifestyle integration, jade carving is extending its market presence through
exhibitions and cross-disciplinary partnerships. Contemporary art fairs, design expos, and fashion events now feature jade
artworks as "artistic home décor" or "cultural ornaments," redefining jade’s image beyond the binary of “utility or
collectible.” Collaborations with home design, fashion accessories, and digital art industries are also driving jade carving
beyond collector circles into the broader public aesthetic sphere. For example, co-branded product lines like “jade +
lighting” or limited-edition jewelry with fashion designers highlight jade’s dual function as a design medium and market
product".

6 Conclusion

Within the light luxury style, artistic jade carving represents not only a transformation in decorative language but also
a contemporary expression of cultural spirit and aesthetic consciousness. With its subtle and refined presence, it links
traditional craftsmanship with modern life, endowing spaces with rhythm and imbuing objects with meaning. In modern
design contexts, jade carving transcends its material value to become a symbolic representation of Eastern aesthetics,
inner order, and cultural identity. Through delicate craftsmanship, it responds to the desire for detail; through cultural
depth, it nurtures a refined sense of beauty. In the light luxury aesthetic, jade carving completes the transformation from
a crafted object to a spiritual symbol, offering a lifestyle that balances beauty and depth.
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